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by Swift and his Friends," preserved In the British
Museum,

d " Archbishop King's Correspondence," being copies of
the letters written by him, preserved in the Library
of Trinity College, Dublin.

e A transcript of the correspondence between Swift and
Pope, Gay and Bolingbroke, preserved amongst the
Manuscripts of the Marquis of Bath at Longleat, and
used by the Rev. Whitwell Elwin for his edition of
the Works of Alexander Pope.

f Autograph letters from Swift to Robert, ist Earl of
Oxford, and Edward, 2nd Earl of Oxford, preserved
amongst the Manuscripts of the Duke of Portland
at Welbeck Abbey, and printed by the Historical
Manuscripts Commission.

It remains only to remark that the present edition is the
first in which any extensive annotation has been attempted.
Faulkner and Hawkesworth dropped here and there a note
containing an observation of a most obvious kind, or in-
formation that would be known to almost any reader.
Sheridan inserted pedantic criticisms of Swift's grammar
and construction. Nichols added only such knowledge as
he had gained in the compilation of his noble " History of
Leicestershire/' and Sir Walter Scott is responsible for
some platitudes which there is good ground to believe were
the work of an assistant. But this failure to explain the
references in the letters is at least as much attributable to
inability as to reluctance to undertake the toil. Apart from
the countless books which the press of to-day brings to
their aid, workers in the present age are too apt to forget
that to their predecessors the Public Record Offices of
England and Ireland, and the reports of the Historical
Manuscripts Commission, were not even a dream.

To previous workers in the Swift field my indebtedness
cannot be sufficiently acknowledged. Without the labours
of Mr. Temple Scott on his edition of Swift's "Prose
Works," supplemented as it is by the suggestive biblio-wkesworth's " Letters writtend. In the punctuation some revision has been
